The 1940s

In 1942, Oshawa factories were converted to the war effort. Pictured above is the Twin Gunmount Gang from the General
Motors Plant in Oshawa.

“The early months of 1942 showed signs of a complete changeover from peace
to wartime production, but it was not until April of 1942 that the last automobile
rolled off the line and the automotive industry turned over to complete war
production – trucks, guns and tanks. The story of the local’s members’ response
was creditable, both from a union and citizens point of view. The call to arms
found a ready response from a great many of our members – some paying with
their lives and limbs for the freedom which we now enjoy.”
(From the commemorative booklet from the opening
of the UAW Local 222 Union Hall, 1951)

– Wesley Grant
President of Local 222, 1948-50
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Highlights of the 1940s
– Wartime production begins in Oshawa factories.
– First GM contract recognizing the union as exclusive bargaining agent.
– Local 222’s own newspaper, the War Worker, first published.
– In early 1944, the Oshaworker was chosen as the new name.
– First issue of the Oshaworker published.
– First UAW Canadian Skilled Trades Council meeting held in Oshawa.
– Six-week strike at Duplate.
– First annual Local 222 picnic held at Lakeview Park.
– 22-day strike at GM over working conditions and line speed ups.
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During the 1940s war effort, over 300,000 fighting vehicles were produced by Local 222
members in Oshawa, as well as innumerable gun mounts, aircraft fuselages and military
transport spare parts.

These Canadian soldiers in armoured vehicles move into an area just taken over by Canadian assault troops
during World War II. These vehicles were all built at GM in Oshawa by Local 222 members.

The Military Chassis assembly line in Oshawa.

Workers put the finishing touches on a war vehicle.

Smoothing out the surface of a fuselage.
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Reproduced with the permission of General Motors of Canada Limited

With many men fighting overseas, women entered the workforce
en masse, stepped into traditional “male-only” jobs and proved
they were as equally capable.
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An ad from General Motors’ War-Craftsman magazine from July
1943, aimed at their new employees.
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Local 222 Receives Union Recognition At GM

It took six years to attain, but General Motors finally recognized UAW Local 222 as the exclusive bargaining agent for the workers in the 1943
contract. Unlike the two-page agreement from 1937, this contract spanned 24 pages.
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In late 1943, Local 222 started its own newspaper called the War Worker. It ran for seven issues and then a contest was held in early
1944 to rename it.

c the 1940s
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“Oshaworker” Chosen Name
(From the Oshaworker, January 17, 1944)

The committee of three persons selected by the Education Committee to pick a name for our paper
from the many submitted, met last week and chose the name given above.
Ted Twining is the lucky person to receive a copy of The Fall Of Paris as the one submitting the name
chosen.
The committee was made up of Mrs. John Turner, secretary of the Women’s Auxiliary; Sidney Sharples,
Secretary of the Education Committee; and John Robson, Circulation Manager of the paper.
We extend our very sincere thanks to the many persons who entered the contest and we are sorry that
everyone could not have been a winner.

Oshaworker Editors

Ted Twining, pictured in 1997, holds a copy of The Fall of Paris,
a book he won in 1944 because the name he put forward, The
Oshaworker, was chosen as the new name for Local 222’s
newspaper. It’s interesting to note that Ted eventually served as
editor of the Oshaworker during the late 1950s.
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1943 – William Noble
(War Worker)
1944-45 – William Noble
1945-48 – Art Shultz
1948 – John Brady
1948-50 – Art Shultz
1950-51 – John Black
1951 – Art Shultz,
John Brady
1951-54 – Wesley Grant
1954-55 – Doug Lindsay
1955-56 – Ted Twining
1956-57 – Doug Lindsay
1957-61 – Tom Simmons
1961-67 – John Brady
1967-78 – Lloyd Clarke
1978-81 – Ted O’Connor
1981-84 – Larry Ladd
1984-87 – Frank Taylor
1987-90 – Ray Finney
1990-93 – Ron Gibson
1993-96 – Moe Bryan
1996-99 – Dan Kewley
1999-present – Joe Sarnovsky
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The first issue of the Oshaworker, dated January 17, 1944.
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1947 Memories
By Harry Benson
President of Local 222, 1945-47
And
Richard Courtney
President of Local 222, 1947-48
(From Local 222’s 40th Anniversary booklet, 1977)

The year 1947 brought advances in our collective agreements such as the
Rand Formula which provided that, while an employee did not actually have to
belong to a union he must, nevertheless, pay his dues each month which was
automatically checked off.
It was during this time that the feeder plants, Duplate, Skinners, Coulters and
Ontario Steel Products started to bring their wage rates more in line with those
at General Motors. There were a number of strikes necessary to bring this
about.
Walter Reuther was elected International President that year and he began
advocating such “radical” ideas as pensions for hourly paid workers, guaranteed
annual income (SUB), extended health insurance, etc.
These improvements were not brought about without a great deal of hard work
and sacrifice on the part of both the leadership of the local union and the
membership.
While the employers recognized the union as the bargaining agent, none of
them had really accepted the fact that the union was there to stay and they all
had hope that they could somehow get rid of us.
It’s interesting to note that in those days, the only paid officer of the local union
was the Financial Secretary. All the other officers, including the President, were
employed in the plants. They did most of their work as officers in the evenings
and on weekends.
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1949 GM Strike

Members of the Local 222 Flying Squad assemble outside the GM plant during the 22-day strike in 1949. This first major strike against
General Motors since 1937 was sparked by line speed ups and working conditions.
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